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How

A detailed floor plan,
dazzling pictures,
tidy garden and
realistic asking price
will all help secure a

[ youw want b sell, spring is an
excellent nwe bo present your
property in its hest light, espocaliy
a5 estabe agernls-ane reporting a
alscrbage of fredh stock in many
parts of the UK
Fowwever, dont gel carmed away
by the fiest daffodils o wave their
heads in the simshine and assume that
bv Easter the desl will be done. Elizabeth
Wiesintrauals, a LIS real estate agency, says
“wollow [Towers stirmulate buying urges,
&5 they induos feslings l:-T'.'lu:l|.l||:|E£-*~' bt
it fakes more Uhan a pot of daffs by the
fromt door o convinoe buyers
What a sucoessful spring sale really
icalls for fis 2 hatthe plan that pets the
basics right — from: the price to the
(e plan b legal preparation

5ol @ proper price

to sell

you

r home this spring
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carrying ot any structural work, he
says. “We've known sellers (o create an
addational brochure with CG3 and
propeoid flocr plans.”™

Make the most of natural spring light
by opening window blinds, curtains and
shutters — remenmbering to chean the
glass inside and pul. “Often people think
neutral colowurs and beige lessen the
chance of offending a bayer, st wee Timd
that purchasers respond well to colour,”
says Jake Russell, of Russell Simpson, an
elate apency n Chelsea

SMaximise viewings
In Cirencester, Sam Trounson, the head
of Strutt & Parker, sayvs his top tip for
viewings is always io have an open fire
lit, especially at this time of year. "It
sounds obwious, but put the heating on,
agrees Jo Bocles, the founder of Sourcng
Property It amazes i Bow many cold
properties Ive shown clients; a warm
and inviting property gives a lot of subtle
positive vibes to a buyer” Eoches alwo
advises letting your agent do the job you
are paying them for, “Try (o be oul of Ehe
property” she says. “Most buyers dont
relax when the seller is there Aba
Motting Hill viewing that coincided with
the sellers childoen’s bea time, the estate
agent took the entire family out for a
pizza 2o that we aoiild view in peace,

trolling through a niefeishourhiood -

and peering inbe cstale agency
windows was once Lhe only way
to find a new home. These days,
pore than S0 per cent of
prospective buyers start their property
sparch onling — and the thing they are
most conoerned aboual 18 pnoe
Here we outline some of the more
high-tech ways in which you can search
fiar & mirw home, and make sure you pay
a fair market prece

Pricing history

The websile Propciston aims (o lify the
licl o what a property is really worth
and for investors, what a rienkal property
will yield. Its advanced search engine
albows buyers bo lrack prioes and view a
warts-and-all picture of & property’s
pricing history

Michelle Ric, the cofounddér of
Propoision, says “The search stops estale
agends Eving 1o msask price redhactions as
will as any overpriced property they're
holding on their bodis.

The site Launched lale last year but
s new Teatures will appear this
month. For example, the price of a
property will be ranked on a scale of ong
por ey i pelation to others 0 the same
lacation, which will highlight any that
have heen priced over The o=

There will also b traffic light-style
coxling (o indicate if Lhe property proe
warranls caution of is so overpriced that
a consumer should stop 1o ask more
detatled quesiions

Ax part of its condusion, it will offer
the average price range for an anea, a
suggested asking price and the price
per sq ft. “By breaking a property down
i 3 price per square fool, we hope
that it provides a comparable unif of
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s Ludlow, Shropshire, is for sale for £795,000

{Strutt & Parker}

(Go house-hunting
the high-tech way -

Property porials
The property market webstes Loopla
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krow the market — and done your own *| would suggest being on Rightmae, to decide if one property offers more about 450,000 UK properties for sale. .
research on neihbourhood sabes, you Zoopla and PrimeLocation. Most of than another to pustify ary price with another 400,000 international B Research the local market with
should achisve 2 realistic asking price our clients aren't even aware of difference. There will always be properties. The number of UK estate every lool available.
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