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Interior architects Viki and Mike Lander pushed themselves to the limit  
to transform a large London property into an exemplary family dwelling

Homes Townhouse renovation

Show home



Homes Townhouse renovation

august 2015      75  august 201574

above Large roof 
lights have been 
used throughout to 
create an airy feel

aT a gLance
Names Viki and Mike Lander
Ages 41 and 51
Location Wandsworth, south London
Property Terraced house
Bedrooms 4 Bathrooms 5
Project started March 2014
Project completed December 2014
Size of house 300sqm
Build cost £1.49million

hen Viki Lander set out to design her family 
home, years of experience in interior design 
meant she knew exactly what she wanted. 
Viki and her husband Mike, along with 

business partner Phil Rogerson, are co-founders of interior 
architecture practice Ensoul. And although they’d renovated 
houses before, this was to be their biggest project yet – plus 
a chance to test what their design practice could offer. 

‘I was my own worst client,’ Viki says. ‘We knew that this 
house would become a showcase for Ensoul, so the pressure 
was on to make the design exceptional. It felt a bit like having 
writer’s block in terms of getting started, but I shook myself 
out of it and carried on as if it was any other project.’ 

It all began when the couple decided to sell their existing 
home in order to buy a larger property that they could tailor 
to their lifestyle. The catalyst was the birth of their son, Leo, 

who is now two and a half. Viki and Mike quickly realised 
that their requirements for the future had changed: they 
needed extra bedrooms, child-friendly spaces and a garden 
that was large enough for Leo to play in. Because they run 
their business from home, and desired a clear divide between 
work and home life, a dedicated office was also essential.

From the outset, the couple knew that they wanted to 
attempt a complete overhaul – ideally with a basement 
extension – so, during the search for a new property, the main 
criteria were a good location and a precedent for renovation 
among the neighbours. In the end, they opted for a building 
with a 29-metre-long garden leading into a large private park 
that is shared by all the houses on the street – one of which 
had already been extended underground. 

Despite tired interiors, the property had potential. ‘It was 
badly laid out, with a staircase in the middle of the ground 

W

this picture Viki designed 
the kitchen with ample 
storage to keep visible 

clutter to a minimum

this picture Timber-
framed sliding glass 
doors separate the 
office and kitchen

floor taking up unnecessary space, but we knew that there 
was plenty we could do to it,’ says Viki. ‘The private park 
is fantastic to look at, and as Leo grows up he’ll be able to 
play safely out there, too.’ 

Viki and Mike wanted their new home to have a playroom 
and a gym, so they designed a large basement extension. The 
house itself has a lot of concrete built into its foundations, 
meaning that the only way to excavate was underneath the 
garden, but this worked out well: structurally, it was a much 
simpler task than digging beneath the house. Viki was keen 
for the new space to feel as open as possible, despite being 
underground, so she specified a finished ceiling height of 
three metres, a glazed box above the stairwell and two large 
roof lights centred over the rooms to bring in plenty of 
natural light. ‘It actually has the tallest ceiling in the house, 
so it’s not cramped at all,’ she says. A glass wall between 
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‘I love being able to change the 
mood of a space with lighting’
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the extension’s rooms allows the couple to watch Leo in 
the playroom while they’re in the gym, and also makes the 
space feel bright and well proportioned. ‘We’ve wired it up for 
surround sound, too, so when Leo is a bit older we can 
turn it into a cinema room,’ Viki adds.

On the ground floor, the new design involved taking out 
most of the walls to leave a vast, open-plan space. Viki 
created a nook leading off the kitchen to house the couple’s 
home office, complete with extra-long desks for spreading out 
mood boards, and the layout means they can look all the way 
down to the garden while they’re working. Glass doors give 
the office an open feel, but also keep it separate from the rest 
of the house. ‘It makes a good psychological barrier, so we 
can shut those doors and leave our work inside,’ Viki explains. 
‘The glass also means Leo can see that we’re around, but 
knows not to disturb us, which works really well.’ 

Getting natural light into each room was important, so 
roof lights and light wells feature throughout the home. 
As you go upstairs, the master bedroom has two large sash 
windows that look out on to a sedum roof on the ground-
floor extension, then the garden. In fact, the only space that 
doesn’t have any external windows is the master bathroom 
– a decision Viki is still pleased with. ‘We don’t go away much, 
so it was the easiest way for us to recreate that spa feel,’ she 
says. ‘I love being able to change the mood of a space, which 
is why there are so many lighting options in there. At the 
end of a long day, with the glass pendants lit over the bath, 
you’re transported to a completely different place.’

While Viki’s treat to herself was a luxurious bathroom, 
her creative flair has given Leo’s bedroom and bathroom 
(sensibly situated next to the master suite) a distinctly 
personal touch. As Winnie-the-Pooh is a family favourite, 
she asked an artist to decorate the walls with copies of 
EH Shepard’s book illustrations. Paired with a tent-shaped 
bed frame, they help to create a relaxing, nature-themed 
space. ‘As you can see the trees of the park through the 

this picture Mirrors and 
lamps create a spa-
like master bathroom

this picture a teal 
feature wall contrasts 

with purple textiles in the 
cosy master bedroom 

this picture 
Leo’s room was 

hand-painted 
using tester pots 

of emulsion 

this picture In contrast to  
the master en suite, Leo’s 

bathroom is a playful space 
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get Viki and Mike’s family- 
friendly look with bold colours 
and statement light fittings
Compiled by Emily Seymour

windows, I wanted to bring the forest into Leo’s bedroom,’ 
says Viki. ‘The colours blend with the outdoors and there’s 
minimal furniture, so it’s a calm place for him to sleep.’ 

Walking through the house, it’s evident that colour is 
important to Viki: the living room has an orange television 
cabinet and lime-green armchairs, the master bedroom  
co-ordinates teal cabinetry with purple textiles, and on the 
top floor, two extra guest rooms (with en suites) each have 
their own scheme. ‘I’m something of a colour rebel,’ she 
admits. ‘I’ve been working with it my whole life, and to 
me, that’s what’s exciting about design – being bold and 
introducing variety and personality to each space. The wall 
paint and carpet are consistent throughout, and I then built 
layers on top of that to add character.’

Everything has been carefully considered, even down to the 
colour of the fish and planting in the aquarium, which match 
the television unit and lounge chairs. ‘People do laugh,’ Viki 
says, ‘but I loved designing the tank from the gravel up. It had 
to settle for a month before we could introduce the fish, so 
they were the last thing we added. Releasing them into the 
water was like fitting the final piece of a jigsaw puzzle and it 
all seemed to come together – it’s an incredible feeling.’ 

Natural surface palazzo hardwood 
planks in cottage oak matt (H182x 

W19cm), £64.99 per sqm, Quick-step 
(0844 811 8288; quick-step.co.uk)

deep shade Totally teal matt 
emulsion, £24.49 for 2.5L, Dulux 
(0333 222 7171; dulux.co.uk)

green living Milo chair (H85xW76x 
D98cm) and ottoman (H42xW76x 
D52cm) in lime, £1,656, nest.co.uk 

(0114 243 3000; nest.co.uk)

Picture perfect Box frame in wood in 
black (H26xW32cm), £18, john Lewis 

(0345 604 9049; johnlewis.com)

mood lights Bedu five-bulb cluster 
pendant in chrome and glass  
(H35-100xW22xD22cm), £60,  

next (0333 777 8000; next.co.uk)

Suppliers
ProJect teAm Architect ensoul Interior architecture (020 3637 
0700; ensoul.co.uk) fiXtureS & fittiNgS kitchen TM Italia 
(+39 073 681 5212; tmitalia.com) kitchen appliances Miele 
(0330 160 6600; miele.co.uk) Pendant light Moooi (020 8962 
5691; moooi.com) cluster lights Bocci (07590 815 252;  
bocci.ca) Sanitaryware Villeroy & Boch (020 8871 4028; 
villeroy-boch.co.uk); Victoria + albert (01952 221 100; 
vandabaths.com) digital taps crosswater (0845 873 8840; 
crosswater.co.uk) Joinery ensoul Interior architecture (as 
before) furNiture dining chairs, sofas and green armchairs 
Ligne roset (020 7323 1248; ligne-roset.co.uk) Painting 
Mariusz Kaldowski (07940 972 351; kaldowskigallery.co.uk) 
master bed poliform UK (020 7368 7600; poliformuk.com)

this picture The garden 
was relaid on top of  
the basement, leaving 
two roof lights exposed 

this picture Bricks from 
the garden continue 
inside on the wall by the 
steps to the basement

this picture Tall ceilings in 
the playroom allow for a 

slide and a mezzanine

this picture Bright 
colours in the gym and 
playroom are boosted 
by light from above


